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MARKINCH PARISH CHURCH 
 

Locum Minister:  
Rev. Alistair McLeod  

 
 

A warm welcome is extended to 
all visitors and newcomers to the  

community to share in the worship,  
work and witness of the congregation. 

 

Church Service 
Sunday 11.00am 

(11.30am from 8th June onwards) 
 

www.markinchchurch.org.uk 

 

Communion Sunday 
You are invited to share in the celebration of  

Holy Communion  
on 

Sunday 25th May 2014 at 11.00 am.          

Remember - This is YOUR newsletter ! 
If you have any interesting news, stories, poems etc, please hand them 

to Ken Wilkie or email  ken.wilkie@lineone.net or call 01592 760042 

The deadline for the next issue is 31st July 2014 



A message from Rev Alistair McLeod 
Our Locum Minister 

 
Dear friends, 

Since I retired (have I retired?).  OK since I retired from having 
my own church, I have been given by the church many jobs to  
undertake.  Such arduous tasks as having to serve for five 
weeks in the church at Malta, then came two weeks at Rome, 
and then three months from January to the end of March at the 
Scots Kirk in Lausanne in Switzerland – I tell you it was really 
hard going!!!!!!!! 

And now after a stint at Leslie Trinity, I find myself back at  
Markinch.  A trial?  No! Of course it is not.  I came having been 
used for supply by Alex Forsyth every time he went on holiday, 
so I knew what I was coming to.  I was looking forward to it and 
I haven’t been disappointed. I only hope you haven’t been  
disappointed either. (I am NOT looking for comments). 

Soon, Markinch will be united with Thornton Church, which  
coincidentally, was the church I attended when we lived in 
Thornton and was where I was ordained as an Elder.  It was also 
the church where my youngest son was baptised.  

It is no secret that I believe 
that Thornton was ill used  
by the Presbytery of Kirkcaldy 
when Anne Job retired.  They 
were left high and dry without 
any clear leadership. I am truly 
delighted that this Union is  
going to take place, and I hope 
that it will be a truly happy 
marriage. 

In Markinch, I thank you for 
your support. 

With every blessing. 

 

Alistair 

 



Session Clerk’s Report 

Union Matters 
The Service of Union will take place at Thornton Parish Church on 
Thursday, 5th June at 7pm. We will be led in worship at this service  
by Rev. Ben Pieterse, minister at Auchterderran Kinglassie Church.  
It is hoped that we will turn out in force for this important service! 

Therefore, on Sunday, 8th June, which is the earliest Sunday after the 
Service of Union, we will be able to select a Nominating Committee and 
start the vacancy process in earnest.  

Anyone interested in joining the Nominating Committee should be  
proposed and seconded, and assurance given by the proposer that the 
person is prepared to act on the Committee. I should advise that  
successful members will be expected to devote time to regular meetings 
and may be expected to travel fairly long distances to hear prospective 
candidate Ministers preach (the last committee travelled more than 300 
miles round trip on one occasion). Our Interim Moderator, May Russell, 
will preside at this meeting and I will act as Clerk.  

When it appears to the Interim Moderator that the nominations are  
complete, they shall be read to the congregation and an opportunity  
given for any withdrawals. If the number of persons nominated does not 
exceed 9, there is no need for a vote and the Interim Moderator shall 
declare that these persons constitute a Nominating Committee. If the 
number exceeds 9, the election shall proceed following a regulated  
voting procedure. 

It’s important to note that the time of our Sunday services will 
change from 11am to 11.30am from 8th June 2014. Services will be 
at 10am at Thornton. 
 

John G Wood 

Session Clerk 

Church Website  -  www.markinchchurch.org.uk 
 
 

The Sunday Bulletin, which includes the weekly intimation sheet,  
is available for download from the website every week so even if you  
are unable to attend church you can still be kept informed of what is  
happening in your church. 



Treasurer's Report 
 

Our total income to date is £21022.49 which is £1403.71 less than last year. 
Our expenditure to date is £19830.76 which is £418.25 more than last year.  
Our Gift Day this year only raised £2645.00 against £3284.00 last year.  
If you have not handed in your Gift Aid envelope yet these can still be returned 
at any time. 
If you pay by standing order perhaps you can review your giving if you have not 
increased this for a few years. 
If you do not pay by standing order I would ask you to consider giving by this 
method as it makes budgeting easier. I have the necessary forms for setting up 
a standing order. 
 

 

Nancy Munro. 
Treasurer. 

PRESBYTERY OF KIRKCALDY 
 

The 
 

SERVICE OF UNION 
 

to form 
 

THE UNITED CHARGE 
 

of 
 

MARKINCH  and  THORNTON  PARISH  CHURCH 
 

will take place at Thornton Parish Church on Thursday, 5th June at 7pm 

 
Officiating from Presbytery 

 

 Moderator of Presbytery        Mrs Myra Deas 
 

 Minister of Auchterderran Kinglassie Church     Rev Ben Pieterse 
 

 Presbytery Clerk          Rev Rosemary Frew  



From the Parish Register 
 

Baptism 
16-02-14  Alexander Scott David Ford Daly 

 
Deaths 
14-01-14  Margaret Birrell 
03-02-14  Ann Stewart 
08-02-14  Drew Paton 
15-02-14  Annabel Murphy 
19-02-14  Chrissie Law 
04.04.14  Dorothy Scott 

Church Hall Bookings 
Anyone enquiring about booking the church hall should contact Karen Wood on 
01592 750327 or email  hall@markinchchurch.org.uk 
You can also collect a booking form from the notice board in the church hall. 

Markinch : Its Church and Parish 
      By Ian Gourlay and Ken Wilkie 

Copies can be obtained from Ken Wilkie on 01592 760042 or by 
email at   book@markinchchurch.org.uk 

Hardback copy £15 
The paperback is currently not available. 

Photocopying and Printing Services 
The church has a high specification photocopier in the session house which we 
use to produce this quarterly newsletter and the weekly bulletins.  

We are able to do colour or black and white printing at fairly competitive prices 
so if you or your club, organisation or business require leaflets, posters or  
programmes printed please give us a chance to quote. Any profits we make will 
go to offset the rental costs of the photocopier. Contact Ken Wilkie on 01592 
760042 or email ken.wilkie@lineone.net 



Social Networking with Markinch Parish Church  
 

We now have a Facebook page and many of us share church events and  
stories via our Facebook account. You can join us to find out what we have 
planned, view photos of events and make comments on a variety of topics. 

Go to www.facebook.com and search for Markinch Parish Church 

Visitors to the Thursday Coffee Morning  
I was delighted to be serving coffee a few weeks ago when a group of children 
from Peek a Boo Nursery came along to entertain us with spring songs. It was 
lovely to hear the singing, see the children doing such a nice thing for the  
community, and to welcome so many mums, dads and grandparents to join us. 

Thank you to the staff and children of The Busy Bees room at Peek a Boo. We 
will look forward to your next visit to see us later in the year.   

Meg Sankey 

Kirk Session News 
 

The Church of Scotland Safeguarding Trainer, Andy Strachan, recently  
conducted what was a mandatory Safeguarding training session for Kirk  
Session Members/Trustees. This was very interesting and informative.  
Trustees who were unable to be at the meeting will be advised when the  
training will be next available, likely to be sometime after September this year. 

Spring Fayre  
 

The recent Spring Fayre and Daffodil Teas raised over £450. Thank you 
to everyone who came along and also to the people who ran the various 
stalls and organised the event. 



Sunday School 
In the February edition of “News from the Pews” we said we were learning the 
names of the disciples. We did this to the tune of “Jesus loves me” and since 
the children still remember most of the names this method definitely works! 

After that we completed work sheets on two of Jesus’ miracles. Water into 
Wine; and Feeding the Five Thousand. This was very popular as the activities 
were accompanied by “wine” (juice) and “fish” (toast cut into fish shapes). 

As a follow up to the children’s address on Zacchaeus we learned the song 
about Zacchaeus up the sycamore tree and made a small picture of him up  
the tree. 

On Mother’s Day the children were 
happy to give each lady a daffodil 
and on Easter Sunday cards were 
given out before parents joined the 
children rolling their eggs down 
Markinch Hill. 

Please look at the worksheets and 
photos on our board at the back of 
the hall. 

Helen Paterson 

Christian Aid Week  
11th – 17th May  
 
www.caweek.org 
www.christianaid.org.uk 
 
Christian Aid Week 2014: give people a future without fear 
You can help people put their lives back together after war tore them apart. 
The good news is that individuals, communities and churches can make a real 
difference this Christian Aid Week and ensure that many more people can look 
forward to a future free from poverty. 
 

We will be holding a Coffee Morning for  
Christian Aid in Markinch Parish Church 
hall on Thursday 15th May 2014 at 10am.  





Balbirnie Golf Club 
 

All Classes of Membership Available 
 

 

Adult  Ladies and gents         £499 
    With locker          £525 
 

Senior 5 Day            £409 
    With locker          £434 
 

Senior 7 Day            £434 
    With locker          £459 
 

Junior     10‐15 Years      £35 
        16‐17 Years      £65 
 

Intermediate 1  18‐21 Years      £274 
Intermediate 2  22‐24 Years      £324 
Intermediate 3  25‐27 Years      £384 
Intermediate 4  28‐29 Years      £434 
 

Country              £379 
 

House               £30 





Lynn Cunningham  

Chartered Accountant 

Markinch & Cupar 

Helping you keep your balance 
Running a successful business is demanding, so why not make sure your 

accountancy services are with someone you can trust. 
 

We offer jargon free, responsive services for Business Start-ups,  
Accounts preparation, Payroll, Taxation, Accounts software training, Book 

keeping & VAT 
 

We are registered auditors 
Initial meeting free of charge 

Contact us on 
01592 612001 or 01334 657766 
info@lynncunninghamca.com 
www.lynncunninghamca.com 

Rag Bag Collection 

The Rag Bag Collection continues to provide us with a small continuous  
income, but we continue to look for any textiles, curtains, bed linens, 
towels, clothes, bags, belts and shoes. 
Please ensure that all donations are placed 
in a tied plastic bag. 

Please ask your neighbours, family,  
colleagues and friends to have a clear 
out and help this appeal by contributing 
as well. 

If you cannot transport your collection or 
have a large donation that you need  
assistance to move, please do not hesitate 
to contact Marianne Sankey to arrange  
collection. Tel.  07801 279899 



Church Flowers 
The flower team would like a few more people to join them, either to organise 
the flowers for a Sunday or to help distribute the flowers as not every flower 
lady has transport. Contact Teresa Henderson on 01592 754892. 

We also ask for names from anyone in the congregation of the elderly, sick, 
bereaved  or anyone who they think might like a visit so that we can brighten up 
their Sundays with a lovely bouquet of flowers. 

As there are only 52 Sundays in the calendar year, flower 
donators who wish to choose certain dates may find  
themselves sharing. It is inevitable, on occasions, that more 
than one person will want the same date. The more flowers 
in our church on a Sunday the better, as more people will 
enjoy the gift of church flowers.  

Organ Recital, Canongate Kirk, Edinburgh 
Monday 9th June 2014, 6.30 pm 

The concert is an opportunity to raise awareness for Scotland's Churches Trust as well as 
specifically for our Organ Playing Grant Awards. We expect  an excellent evening of 
playing and singing. 
  
JOHN KITCHEN (Edinburgh University and City Organist) will play the Frobenius 
organ at Canongate Kirk. There will be music by Bach, Handel and Gade, as well as 
16th-century Scottish psalm-settings and music for royal occasions.  John will be joined 
by soprano ELEANOR WOLFE who will sing Franck's Panis Angelicus and other  
favourite sacred music. 
  
John has very kindly agreed to support our activities by offering his services, supported 
by his student Eleanor, and Canongate Kirk have offered their venue at no charge.  
SCT is hugely grateful for this level of support and look to fill as many of the 400  
potential seats as we can … so bring friends and tell others! The concert will run for 
around 90 minutes and start at 6.30 pm. 
  
Tickets are priced at £10 and can be booked through the SCT office or by email to Stuart 
Beattie at stuart@scotlandschurchestrust.org.uk  
 
Tickets can be paid for on the night but there is no facility for credit card payment. 



OLD ? 
 

It is sad when we lose someone close and understandably makes us pause and 
think about life and what it means. As a pastoral visitor for our church in  
Markinch, I have had reason to take stock a few times recently. I have been 
surprised at how much I miss our ‘old folk’ once they have gone.  
It was never my ‘thing’ to take time for the older generation and I have said 
many times in the past years, to my mother, that she had better not get old  
because I would be no use to her. Here are a couple of poems written by family 
members that give opposing views of age. 
 
First from my elder son, Alistair: 
 

Like A Child 
They see me as a child, 
I guess that’s what I am; 

because I never want to be seen as 
a seriously ridiculous old man. 

Casting my mind back to many years ago 
to when I was a youngster, wanting to be old. 

Thinking of the stories that in the future would be told 
I always want to remain a child, brash, exciting and bold 

avoiding the absolute finality of the abyss that’s known as old. 
 
 

My mother’s reply to these sentiments: 
 

OLD 
Has nothing to do with years; 

With the winters and summers lived. 
While one retains the childlike wonder; 

The interest in all around; 
While one can stand and stare at beauty of nature 

Or wonder at the marvels of science; 
One is not old. 

When one loses interest then one is indeed 
OLD 

My viewpoint is changing as I get older. I certainly see age simply as a number. 
I never travel across to mum’s without my heart lifting at the sight of Loch Leven 
and Benarty Hill behind it.  I see the beauty around me and hear the power in 
the storm with an aching excitement.  
I now really enjoy my visits to our ‘old folk’ and look forward to reminiscences 
and stories. Let’s all take a look at the good and joy in our lives and leave  
behind the sad, the painful and all that makes us complain.  

Meg Sankey 



Glenrothes Foodbank  
 

The Glenrothes Foodbank officially opened in December 2013 and there has 
been much activity in several quarters. The building and contents have been 
transformed into practical workstations in the warehouse and welcoming  
accommodation in the reception, interview, and kitchen areas.   

Volunteers are in place to supply customer services both in reception and  
hospitality areas and in bagging food for the customer needs. The place is clean 
and tidy and it is a pleasurable environment for working and visiting. 

Employees of Fife Council, NHS Fife and several 
of the Glenrothes and District churches, donate 
food regularly.  

Requirements are met by sorting, dating and 
shelving or storing the food in readiness for use.  
 

Many thanks for your continued support. 

Visiting The Elderly In Local Care Homes 
Visits are made to Markinch Church Members who reside in local Care Homes.  

Would you like to be involved in our Pastoral Care Committee?   

Are you able to give an hour or two of your time each week to visit people less 
able than yourself? 

We need people who would be willing to do hospital visiting, care home visiting, 
home visits or to just come up with ideas on how we can become a more  
effective group. 

Please could you also make sure that we know about all members who are in 
Care Homes.  

Contact Meg Sankey: Home: 01592 749633 or Mobile: 07834729420 

Markinch Local Committee of Cancer Research Scotland 
are holding a  

Coffee Morning 
in Balbirnie Court, Markinch 
on Saturday 17th May 2014  

from 10am till 12noon 
 Sales Table, Raffle and Tombola  

Tickets £2.00 from any committee member - or pay at the door 
Please come along and support Cancer Research Fundraising 



The Lads from Kirk Brae 
by Gavin Brown 

The tragedy of the First World War is brought home to us by a simple story  
from Kirk Brae. It is a tale of sacrifice and survival that could have been  
repeated tens of thousands of times across Europe. The fact that it happened 
here in Markinch brings the Great War and its impact very close to us in this 
centennial year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Many of you will have seen the old picture of Kirk Brae. After a bit of research 
using the 1901 census, the group at the back of the picture is thought to include 
the Ferguson and the Stenhouse families, neighbours living at numbers 7 and 
9. Both houses have now been demolished and a new building stands in  
their place. 

The woman directly under the sign for Baillie’s Wynd may well be Isabella  
Ferguson. 

She was the wife of an Inverness man George Ferguson, a tailor who worked in 
what is now the High Street. He and his eldest sons, William and James, are 
absent from the picture, most likely at work. William is listed in the census as a 
collier and James as a baker’s apprentice. 

All the people in the picture are women and girls except one, and it may be the 
Ferguson’s youngest son George who is standing on the wall. Their only  
daughter Helen and the daughters of the next door neighbour Agnes Stenhouse 
are all most probably somewhere in the picture. Agnes, a widow and a  
laundress is also likely to have been out working, as was her only son Robert. 
Like William Ferguson, his next door neighbour, Robert worked down the pit. 



William and James  
Ferguson left their jobs 
and joined the 1st  
Battalion of the Cameron 
Highlanders shortly after 
1901. They were posted 
out to India where this 
photo was taken. William 
was discharged in 1906 
and James went out to  
Australia to seek his  
fortune as a gold miner. 
When war broke out in 
1914 the brothers were 
on opposite sides of the 
world but both re-enlisted 
- William in his old regiment and James in the 5th Australian Pioneers. 

Sadly, they never met again because William was killed in the first weeks of the 
war. His younger brother James fought through the war only to die in the final 
few months of conflict. It seemed as if William’s great pal and neighbour Robert 
Stenhouse had also died as both were posted missing at the same time.  
Robert, however, returned as did George, the youngest of the Ferguson boys. 

It is most likely that William Ferguson died at Aisne in September 1914 during 
the battle of the Marne along with around 7,000 other members of the British 
Expeditionary Force who halted a German advance on Paris in the early weeks 
of the War. 

James was killed on 24th April 1918, probably during a counter-attack close to 
the French town of Villiers-Bretonneux. The victory marked an end of the  
German advance towards Amiens. 

George, the surviving son (left) was  
captured and spent much of the war as a 
prisoner, labouring in the salt mines and 
cutting timber. He was later a keen  
photographer and worked down the  
Balgonie Pit. He died in the 1950s never 
having married. 

Helen Ferguson, thought to be a little girl 
when the Kirk Brae photo was taken, 
went on to marry a man called Gavin 
Brown, and these were my grandparents.  

That is why the family is proud of two Distinguished Conduct Medals - one from 
Great Britain and the other from Australia. 

The other souvenir that the family cherishes is the battered photograph of  
William and Robert, the lads that never returned. 



On-going Fundraising 
 

Many thanks to everyone who has taken part in fundraising events over the last 
year, whether helping to organise them, work on the day, give us ideas or  
donations, or attend the activities. We cannot continue to do the work that we 
do without you. Fundraising is something that everyone can contribute to, 
whether you are good with ideas, planning or project managing, all help  
and support is gratefully received. Please contact Marianne Sankey on  
07801 279899 with any suggestions or activities that you would like to run.  
Even small events add up financially over the year.  
 

JIGSAW LENDING LIBRARY 
Available in the church hall following Sunday Service at a cost of £1 per jigsaw. 
If you require any information about this activity please contact Meg Sankey on 
07834 729420. 

COMMUNION COIN COLLECTION 
At each Communion Sunday Service there will be a coin collection in the  
vestibule. This is to work towards the total amount required for the installation of 
a lift at the church steps. We have individual collection boxes for you to take 
home or to work, and fill between Communion Services. These can be handed 
in at the start of the service and collected again on your way out. 
Collection boxes can be emptied any Sunday or Thursday morning by seeing 
Marianne Sankey, Karen Wood or Meg Sankey. Additional boxes will be made 
available for anyone who wishes to take one to work, or give to their extended 
family or non-members who would like to help. 
If you cannot collect a box but would like one, we can deliver and collect them 
by telephoning Marianne Sankey on 07801 279899.  
 

CHURCH FIGURINES 
Available to purchase following Sunday Service at a cost of £19.99 each. 
 

SALES TABLE 
There is a very prolific group of ladies who continue to produce craft items for 
sale for church funds. Please come along to the church hall any Sunday or 
Thursday between 10 - 11.30am to see what is available on the church craft 
stall. There are plenty of great gift ideas especially some beautiful babywear 
and baby accessories.  
If you have any unwanted craft items, fabric, threads, wool, half-finished kits or 
projects that you would like to donate to the fundraising effort, please contact 
Marianne Sankey, Meg Sankey or Karen Wood. 
If you would like to donate handcrafts, baking, plants, jams, chutney’s etc, 
please place them on the sales table before any church service. 
 

 ‘MADE IN MARKINCH’  -  MARKINCH PARISH CHURCH COOKBOOK.  
Volume 3 - Baking and Biscuits is now on sale at a cost of £5. There are still 
some copies of Volume 2 available and Volume 1 can be ordered. 



Book series review 
Gervaise Phinn: The Little Village School Novels 

 

The School Inspector Calls is the third book in a series of novels about  
a school in the sleepy village of Barton-in-the-Dale. The main character is 
Elisabeth Devine, to whom we were introduced in the first book  
The Little Villager School when she applied for the post of head  
mistress. She has moved from a large inner city school to be near her son 
James who attends a special needs school due to having severe autism. 
Elisabeth’s greatest character trait is refusing to give up on  
difficult children. Until her appointment the school had been run on old 
fashioned lines by a battle axe of a head mistress going by the name of 
Miss Sowerbutts who does not like children and doesn’t get on with  
anyone in the village. In the second book Trouble at the Little Village 
School Elisabeth begins to win over the locals but as she settles into her 
role she learns the school is to be merged with its arch rival, Urebank 
School. She and its head master vie for the position of the head teacher of 
the joint school and it came as no surprise to learn our heroine prevails.  

Gervaise Phinn does for schooling 
what James Herriot did for animals, 
writing books of humour and  
emotion in equal measure with  
typical Yorkshire turns of phrase 
thrown in to give his characters  
humour, humanity or downright 
Yorkshire stubbornness. There are 
some laugh out loud moments – 
which could be a problem if, like me, 
you read in bed. Phinn’s writing is 
heart warming and I found the books 
difficult to put down although one 
criticism was some pages are filled 
by recounting events from previous 
books which is unnecessary as most 
people will already have read them. 
That said, I hope there are more  
stories to follow. 

Ian Gourlay 




