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As I sit down to write this reflection, the date is March 23, 2022. And if that date sounds oddly

familiar it is because, replace the last ‘2’ with a ‘0’ and it is the date that all our lives changed.

Today is the second anniversary of the first announcement that the whole country was going into

lockdown. Could any of us have imagined that we would still be living under the shadow of

Covid-19 two full years later? It is difficult to comprehend everything we have endured over this

time. The pains that have visited so many families. The isolation, the distance, the worry. The time

will come to look back on this chapter in our history, we will learn lessons, and we will overcome

it. In the meantime, I include this prayer from the Moderator of The General Assembly, and leave

space for you to write down your own prayers, thoughts, or hopes.

Conor 

Through your Son who, 

even now, prays for us.

Hear us, as we cast our memory back

And remember the first announcement of Lockdown.

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Living God, we call to you

Through your Son who, even now, prays for us.

Hear us, as we recall all 

we have endured as a Nation

In the years that have passed since then.

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Living God, we call to you

Through your Son who, even now, prays for us.

Hear us, as we stand 

in the dark shadows

With all who have 

suffered the deepest loss.

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Living God, we call to you

Through your Son who, even now, prays for us.

Hear us, as we give thanks 

for all who have sustained 

us by their service:

Nurses and carers; 

doctors and researchers; 

delivery drivers and vaccinators.

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

SUNDAY

27TH MARCH

2022

FOURTH SUNDAY 

IN LENT

Sunday morning services 

 take place in Thornton at

9:45am and in Markinch,  

and on YouTube and

Zoom, at 11.15am. It is

available to watch online

thereafter. 

Our growing young

people's Sunday School is

from 11am to 12.15pm in

Markinch Church Hall.

For more information get

in touch. 

Teas and coffees have

resumed in Markinch after

the service so please join

us for that time of

fellowship.

'THE TAX

COLLECTORS

AND SINNERS

WERE ALL

GATHERING

AROUND TO

HEAR JESUS. '

LUKE 15:1

23 MARCH 2022

Living God, we call to you

Through your Son who, even now, prays for

us.

Hear us and grant to us light, 

that we may journey into 

the days that lie ahead

In the sure knowledge that, 

come what may, 

you are always with us.

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.



Poetry Corner

'The Cure of Troy'

by Seamus Heaney
 

Human beings suffer

They torture one another, 

They get hurt and get hard. 

No poem or play or song 

Can fully right a wrong 

Inflicted and endured.

The innocent in gaols

Beat on their bars together.

A hunger-striker’s father 

Stands in the graveyard dumb. 

The police widow in veils 

Faints at the funeral home.

History says, Don’t hope

On this side of the grave... 

But then, once in a lifetime 

The longed-for tidal wave

Of justice can rise up,

And hope and history rhyme.

So hope for a great sea-change 

On the far side of revenge. 

Believe that a further shore

Is reachable from here.

Believe in miracles

And cures and healing wells.

Call miracle self-healing:

The utter, self-revealing 

Double-take of feeling.

If there’s fire on the mountain 

Or lightning and storm

And a god speaks from the sky.

That means someone is hearing 

The outcry and the birth-cry

Of new life at its term.

It means once in a lifetime

That justice can rise up

And hope and history rhyme.

CHOIR 

PILGRIM WAY

If you are interested in joining or

would just like more information

then please get in touch with Alison

our Organist by email:

alison.normand27@yahoo.co.uk 

Rehearsals will take place weekly at

10.40am in Markinch Church before

the Sunday service. 

 FAVOURITE

HYMNS

Do you have a favourite hymn? Is

there a hymn or maybe lots of

hymns that you wish we were

singing on Sundays?

Now one hymn per week can be

suggested by you. If you have one

(or more) you would like to see

included, please get in touch with

the Minister.  

One called it a hidden gem, others remarked on the peacefulness of the

interior, and many found it beautiful. One said: ‘such a well-loved church,

very welcoming, and so cleanly kept’.   

We hope to re-open on Monday 11th April (Holy Week) and would like to give

others a chance to join the splendid group of members and friends who as

guides and welcomers blazed the trail, and found this an exciting and heart-

warming way of serving their church. It’s good to have an open church but

even better if visitors find themselves personally welcomed. Some come each

week, others less often. Whatever you can offer will be welcome. Contact

Douglas at dgalbraith@hotmail.com, phone 01592 752403, who will be

delighted to tell you more about what is involved, or speak to one of the

elders or any of the existing Guides.

WELCOMERS

WANTED

We took a big step in July 2019 to

keep the church open during the

week. In the 17 weeks until we

closed for the winter at the end of

October, we had about 700 visitors.

Some were walking the Fife Pilgrim

Way, others visitors to the town,

some looking for their forebears,

plus local residents, many of whom

hadn’t been inside their church

before. We lost count of the

number who wrote in the visitors

book how wonderful it was to  find

the church open in the week. 

mailto:dgalbraith@hotmail.com


If you know of anyone who would

appreciate receiving a bunch of flowers

or if you would like to contribute

towards providing flowers, and perhaps

have them dedicated to the memory of

someone on a specific date, please let

either Margaret Colville (Thornton) or

Teresa Henderson (Markinch), or the

Minister know. 

COVENANTED

PARTNERSHIP 

The Haven in the Kingdom Centre

is now open, please call in if you

are passing, or if you are available,

we still need volunteers.

FLOWERS

MARKINCH

COFFEE

The Coffee Mornings in Markinch have

restarted and take place every Thursday

from 10-11.30am in Markinch Church

Hall. 

The Pilgrim Prayer

From Thomas Merton 

My Lord God, 
I have no idea where I am going. 

I do not see the road ahead of me. 

I cannot know for certain where it

will end…. 

Nor do I really know myself, and the

fact that I think I am following your

will does not mean that I am actually

doing so. 

But I believe that the desire to

please you does in fact please you.

And I hope I have that desire in all

that I am doing. 

I hope that I will never do anything

apart from that desire. 

And I know that if I do this, You

will lead me by the right road,

though I may know nothing about it. 

Therefore will I trust you always

though I may seem lost in the

shadow of death. 

I will not fear, for you are ever with

me, and you will never leave me to

face my perils alone.

THORNTON

COFFEE

In the next few weeks we hope to

restart the Thornton Coffee

Morning, but we need volunteers, if

you think you could help please

get in touch. 

If you know of anyone who is ill, or

bereaved, or who needs a phone

call or visit please get in touch with

the Minister or your Elder. This is the

only way that we can know who

needs support.  

PASTORAL

CARE
The Reading this week is:

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

The theme of this week's all age

message is 'No Matter What' and

the sermon topic is 'Hope in the

Darkness.'

THIS SUNDAY

Thornton Food Bank and Glenrothes Area Food Bank: 

We continue to collect donations in both churches and all will be gratefully

received.

The Sunday School appreciates the ongoing support of their sponsored child

Surafel. There is a collection box in Markinch Church for any donations.

Markinch Church Gallery has partially reopened to welcome those who prefer

to avoid any bottlenecks in the vestibule or are uncomfortable in the relatively

large group which sits downstairs even though physical distancing remains in

place in all areas of both churches. The view from the gallery is restricted.  

INTIMATIONS



Next Sunday 

The theme for  Sunday 3 

 April 2022 will be 'Hope

in Company' 

Readings:

Psalm 126

John 12:1-8

Contact

Markinch and Thornton 

Parish Church 

Minister: 

Rev. Dr Conor Fegan

Email:

cfegan@churchofscotland.org.uk

Tel: 01592 751286

Mob: 07912546992

 

FOODBANK

DONATIONS

Small bags of porridge

oats, 

Super noodles or

equivalent add water

meals, 

Tinned tomatoes, 

Pasta sauce 

Both blue and green UHT

milk. 

This week Markinch and Thornton

Parish Church donated 36kg of food

and toiletries to the Glenrothes Area

Foodbank. This was a terrific effort.

Thanks to everyone who continues to

donate regularly. In discussion with

the staff they advised us that they

particularly need:

There will be a meeting of the Project Team

on Thursday 7th April at 21 Beechwood

Avenue, Glenrothes, KY7 6GD at 7pm. 

This is an open invitation to anyone who

would like to support the many different

projects that are undertaken within our

church at this exciting time of new

beginnings, and an opportunity if you would

like to provide ideas for new projects. 

If you are unable to attend, but would like to

help in the future, please contact Marianne

on 07801279899.

Scottish Charity Number: SC003417

PROJECTS

TEAM MEETING

We are delighted to announce that we

will be starting our very own Messy

Church on the last Friday of each

month, between 4 and 6pm beginning

in May. More details will follow, but if

you want more information or can

volunteer please get in touch. 

"Messy Church enables people of all

ages to belong to Christ together

through their local church. It is a way of

being church which is particularly suited

to families, but welcoming to all. It

meets at a time and on a day that suits

local families and is particularly aimed

at people who have never belonged to

a church before."

'Messy Church logo © Bible Reading

Fellowship 2021. See messychurch.org.uk' 

SUNDAY

SCHOOL 

The Markinch and Thornton Sunday

School is growing and thriving, and

that means we need more

volunteers to help out on a Sunday

morning. 

If you can get involved with this

really important part of the

Church, please get in touch. This is

also a great opportunity for

anyone who is looking for volunteer

experience of working with young

people. 

https://www.messychurch.org.uk/


As the church Youth Club

is starting up again after

Easter, we need some

supplies. If you can help out

with any of the items listed it

would make a huge

difference to this really

important part of our church. 

Any donations will be

gratefully received. Please

contact Marianne Sankey:

0780 1279899

Board games 

Craft items

Art supplies 

Kids' books 

Lego

Duplo 

Meccano 

K'nex

Kids' magazines & comics

Ink stampers

Stickers

Coloured paper, white paper, card

Writing pencils and pens, crayons 

Oil pastels, water-colour paint


